THE   SINS   IN   COMMON   LIFE                     59

All alone as God him maked;
In the wildernesse he did go
Till the governance he taked
An angel friend, an angel foe.

It Is a child of the middle classes to whom we are
thus introduced, with money at his command, and as
manhood comes on he may live his life pretty much
as he will. At twenty we see him between two
counsellors. Reason and Passion, and the Seven Deadly
Sins are waiting at the door.

Quoth Reason, "In age of twenty years
Go to Oxenforde or learn the law:"
Quoth Lust, "Harp and giterne may ye lere
And pricked staff and buckler wherewith to play,
At taverne to make women merry cheer,
And wild fellows together draw."

His fortunes are followed from the age of twenty
to that of a hundred, and as the poem passes from
stage to stage the reader is reminded a little of the
"Seven Ages/' of Shakespeare, but the distant re-
semblance is certainly accidental, as the poem was in
manuscript and there is no evidence that Shakespeare
ever read it. The picture of age, when all the Sins
save Sloth and Covetousness have left the man, is full
of dramatic pathos and power, as the various stages
of advancing years are depicted.

Now I am sixty years and ten
Young folk I find my foe,
Wherever they play or leap or run,
They say that in their way I go;
And when I meet with olde men,
I playne this world is changed so.